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I NT. PRI NTI NG SHOP - DAY

ARlI, a spritely young coll ege student, stunbles through an
office littered with towering stacks of paper. She carries
anot her huge stack of files so tall that only the bun on her
head can be seen behind it, bobbing with every haphazard
step she takes. Heaving a huge sigh, Ari plops the files
down onto JOHNNY JOHNSON S desk. M. Johnson, a graying,

bal ding man in his forties with frowm |ines etched deeply
into his forehead, jolts awake and rai ses his head from
where he was dozing on his desk. He fixes his thick gl asses
with one hand and shoves aside the files with the other so
t hat the "Johnny Jonhnson, Editor in Chief" plaque on his
desk becones vi si bl e.

AR
Here you go, sir, detailed
information on the reports of a
popul ati on of rare Texas C ear body
par akeets here in Rai nbow over 50
years, straight fromthe archives.

MR JOHNSON
Just the blue ones, right?

AR
|"msorry, blue?

MR JOHNSON
| only asked for the information on
t he bl ue Texas C earbody parakeets

intow. | only want the bl ue ones.
AR

Sir, | know you | ove parakeets, but

we’ve only had bird-rel ated

headl i nes for weeks. | think

sonmet hing different would bring up
our readership nore, especially
consi deri ng how many subscription
cancel |l ati ons we’ ve had. Do you
remenber headlining article The

Rai nbow Ti mes published a few weeks
ago?

MR JOHNSON
| only remenber the one about the
Quai |l Festival. Now that was a good
article.

AR
| nmeant the one exposing the secret
drug ring run by the town’s

( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 2.

ARl (cont’ d)
florists. A huge breakthrough story
like that could do wonders for The
Dai | y Rai nbow, don’t you think M.
Johnson?

MR, JOHNSON
Ari, blue parakeets.
(snapping his fingers)
Now, pl ease.

Ari sighs again and hoists the files back up into her arns,
tottering back into the Archives.

| NT. ARCHI VE ROOM - DAY

Surrounding her Ari is a chaotic ness of articles,
phot ogr aphs, and various bird feathers. She bends over a
sketch of a parakeet and uses a blue colored pencil to shade
in a few of its feathers.

AR
This is ridiculous. I don't get
pai d enough for this. You know, now
that | think of it, I wish I got
paid at all.

She | ays down her pencil and rests her head on the files in
def eat .

AR
( CONT’ D)
There has to be sonething nore
interesting than just fow in here,
right?

Ari begins to shuffle through the files scattered about the
roomand in the boxes on the walls. She pulls out a file
marked "High Priority" in large red letters. Opening it, she
reads the contents al oud.

AR

( CONT’ D)
Rai nbow, Texas’s bust of Lady
Mar mal ade has al ways been
consi dered the town’ s greatest
possession. Crafted fromsolid
stainless steel, it is easily the
single nost valuable itemin all of
Rai nbow. However, the bust has been
m ssi ng since Novenber of |ast
year. In this file is all of the
pertinent evidence to the
still-open case.



I NT. PRI NTI NG SHOP - DAY

Ari dashes back into the office of the printing shop,
dodgi ng piles on her way back to M. Johnson. She skids to a
halt in front of his desk, scattering papers and feathers in
her wake. M. Johnson jolts awake agai n.

AR
M. Johnson! [|’ve found the
article! The article that’s going
to save the paper!

MR, JOHNSON
Ch good, you found the blue
par akeet pellets?

AR
No, sir! | found the archival files
on Lady Marmal ade’s bust! We're
going to solve the case and it’|
be on every doorstep in Rai nbow by
Sunday norni ng!

MR JOHNSON
(shaki ng hi s head)
This is a waste of our tinme, Ari.
That case has been basically cl osed
for nmonths. A few unhel pful | eads,
a couple of forged fingerprints,
and not hi ng el se.

AR
| just think that we need a really
clinching headline for this
Sunday’ s paper, and it’s already
Friday afternoon -

MR JOHNSON
That bust is |ost forever. Now
pl ease stop bothering ne, | need to

make sure these feathers are the
ri ght neasurenents.

M. Johnson proceeds to neasure the feathers against the
 ength of his nustache.

AR
But M. Johnson, the Main Street
Supermarket said they' d pull our
paper if we didn't double our sales
this week -

( CONTI NUED)
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MR, JOHNSON

(becom ng visibly inpatient)
Darling, you' re not an
investigative journalist! O even a
reporter! You are the archival
intern! Now please go find ne the
information | have asked for, in
t he archives, where you bel ong.

AR
Pl ease sir, you knowit’s nmy dream
to be an investigative rep-

MR, JOHNSON
Ari, | wite the articles. You get
t he coffee.

M. Johnson shoves a coffee cup into Ari’s hands.

MR, JOHNSON
( CONT’ D)
Extra strong please, I'd like to
stay awake today.
AR
M. Johnson, | know | could be a

val uabl e asset to the paper. If
you' d just let me try to cover this
story, we mght be able to get a
nore diverse readership and change
our image froma glorified

bi r dwat chi ng magazi ne into

somet hi ng-
MR JOHNSON
Pl ease stop bothering ne! | just
want sone peace and - wait... You
know what dear, you mght be on to
sonething. | think you can do it.
AR
VWait, really?
MR JOHNSON
Sure thing! | uh, believe in you!

Yeah, that’s it. Go spend plenty of
time on this case and away from ne.
Now get out of ny feathers.



| NT. RAI NBOW MJUSEUM DAY

Ari is sitting across fromthe nuseum curator, KA, a stern,
ow ish woman with a tight bun on the top of her head, and a
tight from to match

AR
So |’ ve been | ooking through The
Dai | y Rai nbow s archives, but |
haven’'t been able to find nuch
hi storical information. | decided
to start with finding out about the
life of Lady Marnal ade, because |
think that m ght help nme figure out
the notive for the robbery. |
figured the museum woul d have sone
kind of record of her, especially
since you housed the bust before it
was stolen. So who was she?

KAI
Vel |, she was the town’ s nost
revered | ady, of course.

ARI
Well, what did she do?
KAl
She |ived a wonderful |ife of

ki ndness and generosity! A true
sentinment to the soul of Rainbow

AR
Li sten, that sounds great but if
that’s the only criteria to be this
town’ s nost prized possession
soneone shoul d’ ve nade a bust of ne
ten years ago.

KAl
Her bust was so well |oved! W
cared for it so well here. No one
coul d decorate her or touch her or
even | ook at her for too long. W
protected her with our |ives!

ARI
Can you tell nme anything specific
about her at all? Her favorite
Beatl e? Did she order pickles with
her sandw ches? Did she even |ike
mar mal ade?

( CONTI NUED)
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KAl
Don’t you dare question the
| egi ti macy of Lady Marnmal ade! She
is the epitone of Rai nbow

AR
kay, what does that even nean?

KAI
She was goodness personified! The
purest |ady there ever was! And I
al so think she m ght have been
Canadi an.

AR
There! That’s sonething | can work
wi t h! Canadi an, eh?

KAI
Yes, yes | think so. And she
preferred maple syrup over
mar mal ade, if | remenber correctly.

AR
Perfect! Thank you! 1’1l be in
t ouch.

I NT. MJ SI GVA ALPHA FRATERNI TY HOUSE - N GHT

A group of four fraternity brothers, OAEN, ABBOI, WATT, and
HUDSON, wearing red and white jerseys are crowded around a
small TV, watching a curling match with rapt attention. They
don’t notice when Ari creeps into the room but they startle
her as they erupt into a cheer.

OVEN
Yeah! Look at that sweep!

ABBOT
Did you see hinf That sw sh!
Exqui site! Absolutely el egant!

AR
(knocki ng on the door framne)
Unh, hi, could | speak to you al
for a nonent?

The brothers all look up fromthe gane, startled. They
scranble to face Ari and O/AEN pulls out a seat for her.
WYATT
Sorry, we didn't see you therel
Nice to neet ya, |I'm Watt, and
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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WYATT (cont’ d)
these are ny brothers, Oaen, Abbot,
and Hudson. Wat brings you to our
neck of the woods, eh?

AR

Vell, I was wal king back to ny dorm
and | saw the Canadi an flag outside
your door, and | was wondering if |
coul d ask you sonme questions? I'm
an investigative journalist and I'm
| ooki ng for sone information
regarding an article I’'mwiting.

HUDSON
Sure! Can we get ya anything? Tea?
Cof f ee?

The boys scranble to pull up a chair for Ari. They pull her
over to the TV, push on her shoulders and sit her down in
the cushiest arnthair in the room pull her legs up onto an
ottoman, and shove a steam ng nug of fresh coffee into her
hand, all within a matter of seconds.

AR
Oh! Thank you.

The boys pull up seats to face her, and the |low din of the

curling match can still be heard in the background.
WYATT
So what would you like to know?
AR
Vell, 1’ve never heard of Mu Sigma

Al pha bef ore.

OVEEN
This is the foundi ng chapter!
Wel come to the Maple Syrup
Association, as we like to call it.
We're Anerica’s first Canadi an
fraternity.

AR

A Canadi an fraternity.
HUDSON

Yup!
AR

I n Texas.

( CONTI NUED)
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OVEN
You got it.
AR
So are you all Canadi an?
ABBOT
Nope.
AR
Oh. Ckay.
WYATT

W just | ove Canada. Pouti ne,
skiing, excessive politeness, al

of it. Especially curling. Curling
is our whole lives.

ARl
| just want to reiterate, we live
in Texas. Wiere there is no ice
around us for a 100 mle radius.

ABBOT
What’ s your point?

AR
Wait, so those raging football -
well, | guess curling - parties

during finals were you guys? W
were all so confused because they
kept happeni ng nonths after

f oot bal | season ended!

OVEN
W can’t help it! It's just a
primal |ove for the gane ya know?

There is silence while a man docilely sweeps the ice on the
TV, with only the noise of the audience gently clapping in

t he background. Ari shakes herself out of her confusion and
pul I s out her notepad.

AR
Have any of you heard of Lady
Mar mal ade?

ABBOT

The nost fanmous | ady to have ever
lived in Rai nbow? Yeah, of course!

( CONTI NUED)
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ARl
Well, I'"'mtrying to find her bust
that went m ssing fromthe nuseum a
year ago. I'’man intern at The

Dai | y Rai nbow and | went through
our archives, and fromwhat | can
tell, the first reporter on the job
only | ooked at enpirical evidence -
fingerprints, DNA tests, the whole
shebang. But this whol e case feels
fishy to me. So | started to try
and | ook into Lady Marnmal ade’ s
history, and see if there could be
sonme ulterior notive to the robbery
of her bust, and not just for the

noney.
HUDSON
So what have you found out about
her ?
AR
Well, all I’'ve got so far is that

she’s Canadi an. And that she
preferred mapl e syrup over
mar mal ade.

OVEN
A fell ow Canuck

ABBOT
And a true one, at that!

AR
Wbul d you happen to know anyt hi ng
at all about Lady Marnal ade?

Watt stands up and wal ks toward a bookshel f on one side of
the room As he speaks, he scans the shelf intently before
pul ling out a hefty and worn vol une.

WYATT
You said you work with archives,
right? This bookshelf functions as
our MSA archive. Here, | think this
m ght hel p you.

pl aces the heavy book into Ari’s hands. Ari reads the

Wat t
tl e al oud before flipping through the pages.

ti
ARI
The Most | nfluential Canadi an
Texans of the 20th and 21st
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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ARl (cont’d)
Centuries: Wo They Were and How
They Have Changed the World. This
is perfect! Ww, | didn’t know
there were so nmany of them Let’s
see, Macadans... Ml donado... ah
ha! Marmal ade. Marnmal ade, commg,
Lady. Most fanmpus Canadi an Texan to
ever live... Ch wow Look at this.

Al'l four of the boys lean in while Ari continued to read
al oud.

AR

( CONT’ D)
Lady Marmal ade’s claimto fame lies
in her work with Rai nbow, Texas’s
bee popul ation. Contrary to popul ar
belief, Lady Marnal ade’s favorite
condi nent was not narnal ade or even
mapl e syrup, but honey. When the
town was just becom ng established,
Lady Marnal ade recogni zed a | ack of
diversity in the foliage of the
town. She subsidi zed the creation
of what woul d eventually becone
Rai nbow Uni versity, which woul d
eventual |y beconme the | eading
institution in beekeeping research.
This research led to a dramatic
increase in the bee popul ati ons of
the town, which led to an increase
in plant diversity. As a result,
t he town gai ned the nane Rai nbow,
named after the beautiful array of
colors found anong the plant |ife.
Rai nbow i s now one of the nost
wel | -1 andscaped towns in all of
Texas, and wi dely considered an
oasis of beauty in the state.

WYATT
Wah. So this lady like, created
Rai nbow.

ONEN

So who woul d take the bust? Do you
think the University has it?

AR
| don’t see why they' d need to
steal it. They're still thriving
from Lady Marnmal ade’ s endowrent,
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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ARl (cont’ d)
and they have enough clout to house
the bust if they wanted to.

HUDSON
Yo, you're really good at this.
ABBOT
Yeah, | hope they pay you a | ot at
the Daily.
AR
Oh, they will, eventually. | think

that we can’t draw any concl usi ons
yet. The logical next step to ne is
to just keep searching for clues. |
think ny next stop is the Rai nbow
Beekeepery.

WYATT
Hey, that’ Il be cool! | went there
in mddle school, and I wore a
beekeeping outfit to school for the
next nont h.

AR
Only one problem |'mdreadfully
allergic to bees.

EXT. RAI NBOW BEEKEEPERY - DAY

Ari is swaddl ed inside of a beekeeping outfit that is
clearly several sizes too big. Any potential openings have
been duct-taped cl osed, making her appear sonewhere between
a giant marshmall ow and a hal f-unw apped mumry. Around her
are the fraternity brothers, also in beekeeping outfits

(al though Watt’'s is several sizes too snall). They are al
standing with their hands clasped in front of them acting
as Ari’s bodyguards. Hudson is holding a hive snoker to ward
of f any bees.

AR
This is a terrible idea. |
shoul d’ ve just studied chem stry
like ny nromtold ne to and then
woul d never have to be near a bee
again. O talk to anyone. O go
outside at all really. That's the
real dream

WYATT
You’' re gonna do great.

( CONTI NUED)
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HUDSON
(swi nging the hive snoker
around like it’s a sword)
Yeah, any bees that try to sting
you have to get through us first!

Hudson accidentally hits Watt’s exposed forearm Wth a
hi ss of pain, Watt smacks Hudson upsi de the head.

AR
Ww. That makes nme feel so nuch
better. | definitely don't fee

like I’"mfacing nmy inmmnent death
ri ght now anynore. Good.

BEASLEY, a presumably m ddl e-aged nman, cones out of a nearby
house, also clothed in a beekeeper’s uniform although nmuch
| ess shoddy than Ari and the boys’ outfits. His face is

al nost entirely obscured by the mask, but when he sees the
students, he bounds over excitedly, renoving his mask to
reveal a kind face.

BEASLEY
Well, hello there! Wl conme to the
Beekeepery! What are y'all doin
here this norning?

AR
H there, I'mwth The Daily
Rai nbow, and I’ m working on a piece
about the town’ s beekeeping
i ndustry. | was wondering if youd
answer sone questions for ne?

BEASLEY
Well sure thing! Wuld ya like a
tour too?

Ari visibly hesitates, but Watt junps up excitedly.

WYATT
Yeah! We'd | ove a tour!

The boys bound excitedly after the beekeeper and Ari follows
hesitantly behind, continually |ooking |left and right and
junping at the smallest of sounds. Wile Beasley starts
show ng the boys the hives, she pulls herself together and
pul | s out her notepad.

ARI
So, sir, um -

( CONTI NUED)
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BEASLEY
Cal | nme Beasl ey.

AR
Beasl ey. Fromny research |’ ve
found that the beekeeping industry
in Rainbow is pretty young. Do you
know anyt hi ng about its history?

BEASLEY
Vell, it’s closely tied to the
Uni versity! We are al nost
excl usively funded by RU s
agricultural research program They
help us fund a | ot of our
experinmental research. Recently
we’ ve been doing a lot of testing
on bees and el ectromagnetic forces.
Fascinating stuff, really.

AR
But even further than just the
Uni versity. Can you tell ne
anyt hi ng about Lady Marnal ade’ s
i nvol venent in the industry?

Beasl ey accidentally knocks the frame of bees against the
hive in surprise, causing a swarmto go up in the air. Ari

yel ps and

j unps back several feet. Beasley doesn’t notice as

he quickly works to recover hinself.

BEASLEY
On! Sorry! Slippery fingers, you
know. I don’t know nuch about Lady
Mar mal ade. | don’t think anyone
does. W kinda just love her for no
reason, right? She’'s |ike sone kind
of Rai nbow mascot .

AR
Right. Well, she actually had a
huge hand in the beekeeping
i ndustry here. Her investnent
caused a huge boomin plant
diversity in Rainbow, and that’s
how the town got it’s nane! You
know, it’s really such a shane that
her bust is mssing. | think people
woul d know so nuch nore about her
enor nous contributions to the town
if her exhibit in the nuseum was
properly respected.

( CONTI NUED)
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BEASLEY
(rapidly)

| woul dn’t know anythi ng about that
at all. To be honest with you I
don’t even know who Lady Marmal ade
is.

OVEN
Wait, what?

BEASLEY
|”mnot fromhere. | don't even
wor k here.

ABBOT

Dude, knock it off.

BEASLEY
| don’t even speak Engli sh.
Bonj our! Adi os!

Beasl ey begins rapidly packing up his tools and haphazardly
stuffing frames back into hives. Ari takes a deep breath and
steps right up to Beasley and the hives.

AR
Sir, "’'mgoing to have to ask to
search your farm

BEASLEY
You can’t do that! You' re just a
kid, you need a warrant for that,
little girl!

AR
Actually, I'man investigative
reporter, and I’mworking with the
police on the case. Here s ny
badge.

Ari produces a honenade police badge from her pocket.

BEASLEY
This is just spray painted tinfoil.

AR
Uh... budget cuts?

BEASLEY
(hesitates for a nonent, then
shrugs)
Seens legit. Search away.

( CONTI NUED)
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Ari and the boys quickly conb the farm but find nothing.
They end up standing in front of a huge hive.

ARI
W need to renove the franes.

The boys begin to cower and back away. Hudson waves his
snoker rapidly in front of himas he shakes his head.

AR
( CONT’ D)
Conme on guys! You know I’ m
al l ergic!
ABBOT

So are we! To pain!

AR
Aren’t you guys like, athletes or
sonet hing? Don’t you deal with pain
on a daily basis?

WYATT
We're curlers, Ari. We curl.

AR
Fai r enough.

Ari gingerly renoves the mddle frane fromthe hive, and a
sonething silver glints beneath it.

AR
There it is! The bust! In all of
its stainless steel glory! But
why' d you take it if you weren't
going to sell it, Beasley?

BEASLEY
| needed it for ny experinments! Do
you know how hard it is to find
quality grade solid stainless steel
for magnetic experinents? |I’d have
to buy a fridge! And those things
are expensivel!

AR
Vell sir, we're calling the cops
and they' Il be here in a few
mnutes to arrest you. And don’t
forget to read all about it in The
Dai | y Rai nbow on Sunday!



